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ADASS Research Committee

Research News: an update for Spring Seminar 2026

Thanks for being interested in the work of the ADASS Research Committee.  Our role is to influence regional and national research into adult social care, with the aim of ensuring that it takes account ADASS’ policy priorities and the views and experience of ADASS members.  

What do we mean by research?
‘Research’ can mean different things to different people. It can include:
· Academic led research (e.g., NIHR funded, idea generation from academia)
· Policy-driven research (DHSC commissioned via NIHR programmes)
· Practice-based research (within adult social care settings)
· Commissioned quasi-research (e.g., improvement work, policy influencing)
There is value to all these types of research.

What have we been doing?
We launched as the current committee at the 2025 Spring Seminar.  We suggested three ways we could support your research ambitions:
· As a consumer
· As a producer
· As a promoter



You told us your priorities:
	You Said
	We Did

	Broaden your group’s membership
	Our membership now includes people from all ADASS membership categories, and partners from outside of ADASS (including Research in Practice)

	Reach out to learn what matters to us in policy terms
	We had a round of conversations with policy leads and committees that identified areas for further research

	Support a Community of Practice
	We’ve established a Network of Networks including council leads, PhD students, academics and others to build capacity

	Support PhD Students
	As well as support and learning through Network of Networks, we’re working with NIHR Research Support Service (RSS) Specialist Centre for Social Care and ADASS regions to promote a series of support sessions, and will consider policy top tips.

	Improve our relationships with key NIHR programmes
	Our partnership with School of Social Care Research has been formalised.  It’s helped us to improve our coms, including advertising of funding opportunities.

	Support secondary research – improve our access to research findings
	We’ve revamped our website to provide links to centres of research and evidence, and added a plain-English glossary of key research terms, with input from Network of Network colleagues.

	Help build our confidence and skills
	We’re launching a series of webinars which address culture, council resources, partnerships and funding.



Our priorities for 2026-2027
We have identified the following thematic areas in which research seems to be sparse, poorly communicated, or could be better targeted on what ADASS members most need.  These are areas in which we want to identify ADASS members who will be Champions.  We will bring them together with academic colleagues in order to be effective Producers and Promoters of research.
· unpaid care
· equalities and inclusion
· prevention and early intervention
· systems and models of health and care
	Research Committee Meetings
(every 2 months)
	11 May
2 – 3.30pm
	6 July
9 – 10.30am
	7 September
3.30 – 5pm
	9 November
9.30 – 11am
	11 January 2027
3.30 – 5pm
	8 March 2027
9.30 – 11am

	Network of Network Meetings
(3 times per year)
	2 June
3.30 – 5pm
	
	5 October
3.30 – 5pm

	
	8 February 2027
3.30 – 5pm

	

	Webinars
(4 – 5 in a year, April 2026 – March 2027)
	May 29th
Developing a research culture in your local authority: grassroots through to leadership 
(Chris and Abby)

	July 24th 
Local authorities as researchers: understanding and navigating the bridge from informal to formal research 
(Steve and Ceri)
	September
Impact: ways to shape local and regional research programmes 
Worked example of programme and partnerships building, and including lived experience, drawing on work in West Midlands
	November
Ways to engage with research (participant, site, co-applicant etc.) and including the benefits of engaging with research 

With RiP and SSCR
	January
Knowledge mobilisation (implementation of research) 


	March
Finding opportunities, research 


The year ahead
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