
Focus on Birgit Sannes 
 

This is the third interview in the series of 
meeting European directors of social work. 
This month I am talking to Birgit Sannes 
from Norway. Birgit is currently the 
director of the Bamble municipality in 
Telemark County, southern Norway. Birgit 
was, for some years, the president of the 
Norwegian Association.  

Birgit has been a key member of the 
European Social Network and for a number 
of years she was the Norwegian 
representative.  

Norway is in a slightly different position in 
the Europe social network since Norway is 
not part of the European Union but does 
have the ability to work within the European 
framework.  

Birgit's role in Bamble is the director of health as well as social services. The number 
of people working in Bamble is 550.  

Birgit is responsible for the long-term residential care short-term care, all services for 
people with disabilities, rehabilitation services, palliative care, emergency care, 
physiotherapy and occupational therapy. Birgit is also responsible for general 
practitioners, the local psychiatric ward and she is responsible for the drug and alcohol 
abuse strategy & services relating to substance misuse.  

The greatest professional challenges relate to the ability to attract enough qualified 
professional staff to run all these varied services end this is an issue throughout 
Norway  

Fortunately Norway escaped the financial crisis and their economy is well positioned to 
withstand the global issues most of Europe had to deal with  

There are many problems however other than finance for Birgit and her team to 
address. During the next two years there will be increased demand for dementia care 
and securing the right forms of care in terms of the technology for people who want 
more independence within their homes. In Norway one of the key issues is the 
prevention strategy particularly for people who have diabetes cancer or heart disease.  

Norway, although not part of the European Union does shadow policies from Europe in 
many ways and plays a key role in engaging with other social services across Europe.  
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