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Membership:15
Barnsley, Bradford, Calderdale, Doncaster, East
Riding of Yorkshire, Kingston upon Hull, Kirklees,
Leeds, North East Lincolnshire, North Lincolnshire,
North Yorkshire, Rotherham, Sheffield, Wakefield,
York

Chair:
Philip Cotterill, Kirklees

Secretary:
Elaine McHale, Wakefield

Meetings:
The branch continues to meet quarterly for a full day.
This provides us with the opportunity to invite key
people, including our President and Kathryn Hudson.

In addition we have introduced ad hoc meetings
which deal with areas of shared concern for the
Branch.  Recently we met to discuss our performance
as a Branch and we are about to meet to share our
experiences of Gershon, as five of the branch were
included in the pilot.

Changes within the Branch have continued for a
second year with Rosemary Archer moving from
North Yorkshire to Leeds, following Keith Murray’s
retirement in April 2004 and more recently with
Penny Thompson’s successful appointment as a Chief
Executive in the big City.  But we have been very
pleased to welcome Sandie Keane and Derek Law to
Barnsley and North Yorkshire respectively.

Like most Branches we anticipate further changes to
our membership and structure as Councils are
preparing to appoint Directors of Children’s Services;
as yet only two Councils have moved to recruit to
such posts.

Having always enjoyed a good relationship with its
SSI Regional Director the Branch has struggled this
year to maintain links with CSCI who have

experienced considerable change themselves.  We
are hoping to re-establish links following the fairly
recent appointment of a new Regional Director.

Throughout the year considerable effort has gone
into revitalising our attendance at Committees as
well as re-establishing our specialist regional groups
for Children & Families, Education, Staff Training
and Development and Performance.

We welcome the contribution of all staff and
especially AD’s, Head of Service.  They provide the
Branch with an incredible amount of information
that assists in the understanding and resolution of
some fairly major strategic issues.

Subsequently we have been able to produce cross
departmental work in areas such as commissioning
for children’s services, domestic violence and child
protection information systems (FAME) and
continuing care.

The Branch continues to play an active role in the
ADSS Executive with Rosemary Archer as Assistant
Honorary Secretary and Philip Cotterill leading on
international matters.  The Branch would like to
thank Philip in particular who has been busy co-
ordinating ADSS efforts following the Tsunami, as
well as being Branch Chair.
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