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NORTHERN BRANCH

Members

Northern Branch includes
members from the following
councils: Darlington, Redcar and
Cleveland, Stockton, Newcastle,
South Tyneside, Middlesbrough,
Gateshead, Northumberland,
Hartlepool, Sunderland, Durham,
North Tyneside.

Chair

Jan Douglas - Middlesbrough

Secretary

Ann Baxter - Stockton

Meetings

In the North East we continued to
focus separately on services for
Children and Adults, and have
developed two network meetings.
We join together over lunch to
consider issues relevant to both
Directors of Children’s Services and
Directors of Adult Services.

All meetings have been held at the
Leechmere Training Centre in
Sunderland – many thanks for their
ongoing excellent hospitality.

Changes and Challenges

This has been a very significant
year for the Branch as the two
separate networks emerged. New
colleagues have joined and have
been welcomed. The Branch has
also recognised the shared agenda
and the opportunity to allow
discussion of issues across
children and adult services.

Work of the Branch

Like all our colleagues this has
been a busy year, working together
to maintain and improve services
whilst we modernise/integrate and
develop services with partners
within the emerging legislation
and guidance.

Key issues for the Branch over the
year have been:

� Working with Health,

� Working within the Regional
Context, developing links with
Regional Partners and
Government Office North East,

� Working with the Independent
Sector – sharing issues around
independent sector fees and
models of care,

� Working on specific issues.

Summary

The certainty we all face is ongoing
change and challenges. Both
Networks are working hard to
support colleagues, share good
practice and develop a co-
ordinated approach where we can
positively work together to make a
difference.

Thank you to all our guests
throughout the year, all of whom
have contributed to our
understanding of the range of
issues that affect us all.

Good luck to all Members in
2007/2008.


