
A Celebration of ADSS North West Branch 1971 - 2007 
 
 
THE INSPIRATION FOR this event came from the dinner hosted by Lord Laming at the House of Lords in 2006 to 
celebrate the Association of Directors of Social Services.  This was obviously a magnificent occasion, to do honour to all 
those directors who had established, led and developed the Association over more than a third of a century.   
 
Understandably, the invitees to this national event were those who had offered substantial service to the national body.  
But ADSS was also active (some might argue most active) at regional level, through its branches.  ADSS North West 
Branch had, from its formation, a particularly high profile, committing itself not only to strong mutual support amongst its 
members, but by various means advancing the cause of the emerging personal social services across the whole region 
and its sub-regions.  This was maintained and developed over the life of the branch, and certain current national policy 
priorities, such as personalisation of care, can trace their ancestry directly back to work undertaken by ADSS North West. 
 
So, some past members of the branch said to one other, haven’t we got something to celebrate too?  And we 
remembered those occasional Friday night dinners, often to commemorate the service of retiring members, which played 
such a strong part in building and maintaining that cohesion and common purpose so characteristic of the branch.  
Besides, we liked each other and enjoyed being together! 
 
So the notion of ‘one last time’ started to come together, and quickly earned the support of Anne Williams (Salford) who 
was the last vice president of ADSS and is currently the first President of ADASS, the Association of Directors of Adult 
Services.  Richard Jones (Lancashire), the last chair of the branch, also backed the notion, as did past ADSS Presidents 
Bob Lewis (formerly Oldham and Stockport), and our very own Dame, Jo Williams (formerly Wigan and Cheshire). 
 
Then the hard work began of contacting as many as possible of those who had been full members of ADSS North West 
Branch, throughout the 37 years of ADSS’ life.  So far we have identified 91 people, and have positive contact information 
for over 80 of them.  A large proportion responded extremely positively to the notion of a Final Celebration, so the work of 
planning the event got under way. 
 
The ‘home authority’ of two of the prime movers of the event, Anne Williams and Peter Hewitt, is Salford, and our thoughts 
on a possible venue quickly turned to the North West’s Regional Millennium project, The Lowry, the dramatic art gallery 
and theatre at Salford Quays which opened in 2000.   
 
When ADSS was formed, Manchester Docks were still a thriving international port. Now it is being transformed and soon 
the Lowry's next door neighbour will be mediacity uk, incorporating the biggest BBC presence outside London. It is a 
spectacular venue in a striking setting and should provide a memorable evening.  
 
The event is to be held on Friday 12 October, and will begin with a pre-dinner drink from 7 pm in the Promenade Gallery, 
which at that time will be exhibiting some works of Salford artist Harold Riley, perhaps the most distinguished of 
L.S.Lowry’s pupils.  Around 7.30, we shall cross the building to the Hexagon Room, on the way enjoying dramatic views of 
the Imperial War Museum North and Manchester United’s football ground at Old Trafford.  A three course dinner will be 
served, followed by coffee and mints, and all directors will receive a memento of the occasion.   
 
Already over 30 directors have signed up, and final numbers will become clearer in the next month when the deadline for 
deposits expires!  We are in touch with several 1971 directors and several more from 1974.  Until a day or two ago, our 
oldest contact was Dr Brian Meredith Davies, now aged 87, the first director of Liverpool and President of ADSS in 1976 - 
but we have just received information of another survivor, aged 91, which we are following up.  One remarkable thing is 
that to date,  only seven North West directors are known to have joined the Celestial Branch of ADSS - we must be a 
tough breed! 
 
As I write, this is very much a work in progress, but I fear I may be pressed for a further report in due course!*  Meantime 
it is clear that many former North West Directors are looking forward to the occasion, and many more (in at least two 
continents) will be with us in spirit on what should be a great night. 
 
 
Peter Hewitt 
DSS Bury 1987-92, DSS Salford 1992-99 
 
* Peter has agreed to write a report of the October 12 event which will appear on the website soon after... 
 


